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Sour grapes

at taste

By NICK GALVIN

SHOPPERS will face an age-old
conundrum when the [irst Austra-
lian grapes of the season appearin
supermarkets this month: 1o taste
Or el o aste,

It has long been a tradition for
!\l'lh|l|\l'l'\ tomunch a FAPe Or 1w
1o cheek their sweetness belore
putting a bunch in their basket.
But the Australian Retailers Asso-
ciation warns the practice could
land consumers in hot water.

“Ihereis nosample available or
nosign tosay that you can taste the
fruit then, yes, it's stealing,” an
association spokeswoman said.
“Girapes and other things like nuts
are expensive because the price [of
shoplilting] is included in the cost”

The spokeswoman said il was
unlikely shops would proseeute
arape-guzzling customers, but
insisted it was not waorth the risk,

Woolworths was a litle more
lrgiving with its try-before-y
hul\'::ppru.'n'lL"[]url'u\lnlm-n:n'l-
more than welcome 1o sample a
grape 1o see the quali
would politely ask |
the taste, instead of going back lor
maore, that they pick some up 1o
take home,” a spokesman said.

Ihe Australian table grape

harvest begins in November and
runs [or about seven months, Oul
ol seasan, 16,000 tonnes are
imported from the VS,

About 120,000 1onnes are pro-
duced annually, more than hall
from Vietoria's Sunraysia region,

OF those, aboul 54,000 1onnes
are destined for export, mainly 1o
Indones Malay Singapore
and Thailand.

Prices olup 1o 58 a kilogrm ane
not unusual al the starl of the sea-
son, but they Fall toas low as S4 by
thee middle of the harvest.

And the industry’s message that
local grapes are a healthier altern-
ative 1o processed snackloods
such as lollios and chips appoars o
be getting through, with the
nation's arape consumplion up
50 percentover the past decade o
v kilograms a |3c-r~.nn # Year
“We promote grapes as a great
alternative snack - |1|l in energy
and good sugars and good for
hy Iration,” \ptr}nl\l]lell] for the
Australian Table Grape Associ
ation, Jell seot, said.

“When you compare that to, say,
it chocolate bar it's a far beter
alternative and far beter value”

But even the growers” aroup

ban

admils that sour grapes can still be
a problem for consumers,

Research highlighted in last
year’s annual indusiry report said
maore than 70 per cent of con-
sumers were nol confident about
the quality of grapes before they
Bought them,

“The research also shows con-
sumers normally will not buy
again for four to six weeks follow-
ing an unsatistaclory purchase,”
the report found.

“Inconsistent quality remains a
major issue for the indusiry.”

S, to avoid that feeling, what
&|(Il\ Mr Seotl recommee nd?
ipes are one of those things
that consumers Jdo taste be Itu:-
|hl v buy - its very dilficull to stop

" he said.

f.)lmnur.ly. vor can'l taste an
apple or orange, but with grapes
vou can pick a berry and i i
tastes great you'll buy it |
wouldn't suggest its legal, but it's
what people do.”
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Pick of the bunch

Popular varieties eaten by Australians

Crimson seedless Menindee seedless

Light red, oval-staped | Light grees 12 yellow
gt with a Ihck skin, oval-shazed grape
i erisp Meth and a with debciouly

mwectoeutndl .

wicy Murvour Aeailabde from
Anerlabie Novesber 1o
fram February.
February

o May,

Thompson Red
seedless globe
smat Piekistred
o grape that is
nedia wery large, reand
yellow: and veeded The
e obicag bermies have a
Saped gripe erisp shin, Seshy
with 2 soft berry palp, and 4 very
shin it jucy pulg, St Liste
and 2 sweed favour Avaiable from
Moailable from Januasy 1o May. December to Moy
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